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^ ^ s p a u Bp ss r -

H
av e yo u ev e r w o n de r e d a bo u t the p o s s ibi lit y
t ha t a f e w e x pe d it io n s in s e a r ch o f t he

Him a la ya n a b o m in a bl e s n o w m e n (yet i s )
m ight ,

in fa c t , be e s pio n a ge o pe r a t i o n s a i m e d
a t s py i n g o n Chin e s e m il i t a ry a n d po l it i c a l a c t i v i t ie s i n T ibe t ? M y
e x a m in a t i o n o f t ha t qu e s t io n ha s t a k e n m e dow n m a n y pa t hs n e w

,

pe rha ps ,
t o a c ry p t o z o o l o g i s t ,

b u t c e r t a i n ly t he r e s e a r c h ha s be e n

w o r t by o f my t im e a s w e ll a s e n l igh t e n i n g In v e s t iga t o r s o f h idde n

a n im a l s o w e i t t o t he f i e ld t o l o o k be h i n d t he c a s u a l p r e s s r e l e a s e s o f

y e t a n o t he r n e w t r e k i n pu r s u i t o f s o m e f a r a w ay m o n s t e r W e s ho u ld

be g in t o a s k o u r s e lv e s , a r e w e be i n g u s e d
,
i n s o m e k i n d o f e la bo r a t e

c o v e r s t o r y , f o r po l it ic a l ly m o t i v a t ed c o v e r t o p e r a t i o n s ?

H i s t o r i c a l B a c it gr o u n d
In d i v idu a l s im po r t a n t t o c ry p t o z o o l o g i c a l c h r o n i c le s ha v e be e n

i n v o lv e d w i t h s e c r e t i n t e l lig e n c e n e t w o r k s f o r o v e r t w o h u n d r e d y e a r s

Fo r e x a m p le ,
i n 176 9

,
S o u t h A m e r i c a n r e po r t s o f t he f iv e - f o o t - t a l l

a pe - l i k e c r e a t u r e c a l l e d t he d id i w e r e c o l l e c t e d by t he bo t a n i s t
,

n a t u r a l is t a n d do c t o r
,
Edw a rd Ba n c r o f t (He u v e lm a n s

,
19 59 ) B a n c r o f t

a l s o c a l l e d h im s e l f J a c o bu s V a n Za n d t (S a n de r s o n , 196 1), a n d w a s a n

e s p i o n ag e ag e n t A s I ha v e w r i t t e n e ls e w he r e :

Edw a rd B a n c r o f t , in t e r n a t i o n a l ly k n o w n a s a n e x pe r t o n t r o p i c a l p la n t s ,

i s a n i n t e r e s t i n g f igu r e i n c ry pt o p o l i t i c a l hi s t o r y B e nja m in Fr a n k l in ha d

s po n s o r e d B a n c r o f t f o r m e m be r s h ip i n t he Roy a l S o c i e t y o f Lo n do n . W he n

Fr a n k l i n w a s a t t he Am e r i c a n Em ba s s y i n Pa r i s
,
Edw a r d B an c r o ft ,

Fr a n klin
'

s f r i e n d a n d c hie f a s s is ta n t, o rga n i z e d a c e l l o f Br it is h s p ie s ,

be g i n n i n g i n 17 72 Du r i n g h i s s o jo u r n in P a r i s
,
B a n c ro f t l e f t w e e k ly

dis pa t ch es f o r t he Br it is h w r i t t e n in i n v is ible in k be t w e e n t he l i n e s o f lo v e
l e t t e r s o f a

'

M r Ri c ha r ds o n
'

a n d p l a c e d i n a b o t t l e i n a ho l l o w t r e e a t t he

T u i l e r i e s Fr a n k l i n , w ho w a s i n v o l v e d i n o c c u l t c i r c le s , s u c h a s t he Lo dge
o f t he Nin e S i s t e r s i n Pa r i s a n d S i r Fr a n c is Da s hw o o d

'

s He l l- f i r e C l u b
o u t s ide o f Lo n d o n , is v ie w e d by Ric ha rd De a c o n i n b is A His t o r y o f
B r i t i s h S e c r e t S e r v i c e a s m e r e ly pa r t o f t he Br it is h i n t e l l ige n c e n e tw o r k

s e t u p by B a n c r o ft a n d o t he r s (Co l em a n
,
19 85 )

Fu r t he r m o r e
,
D r B a n c r o f t

'

s a s s o c i a t e . S i r Fr a n c i s Da s hw o o d, w a s

t ho ugh t t o ha v e t r a v e led t o Ca lc u t t a a n d Ben ga l (S i lv e r a n d La s k y ,

19 77 ), t hu s p la c i n g h im in t he s phe r e o f T ibe t , t he lo c a t i o n o f o u r

s t o r y

T i be t , Pa n da s a n d Spi e s
T ibe t is t he f o c u s o f t h is a r t i c l e

'

s in v e s t iga t i o n s . T h e r e c e n t h i s t o r y

o f t h is s n o w y A s i a n p l a t e a u — f e n c e d i n b y t he Him a l a y a s t o i t s s o u t h

a n d su r r o u n de d by t he bo dy o f Chin a t o it s n o r t h a n d e a s t - i s c e n t r a l

t o ga i n i ng i n s igh t s i n t o t he i n t e r p l a y be t w e e n t he c ry p t o z o o l o g i c a l a n d

c ry pt o po l i t i c a l B e f o r e w e de l v e t o o de ep ly i n t o t he l a t e 19 5 Cls a n d

e a r ly 196 Gs w eb o f y e t i s e a r c he s a n d s e c r e t i n t e l lige n c e ,
l e t u s s t e p

ba c k 60 y e a r s t o t he da y s w h e n t he g i a n t pa n da w a s s t i l l a c r y p t o
¬

z o o l o g i c a l w o n de r , qu i c k ly be c o m in g a z o olo g i c a l p r i z e T ibe t
'

s l a n ds

gu a r de d t he s e c r e t o f t he g i a n t pa n da f r o m t he We s t u nt i l t he n u m e r ¬

o u s A m e r ic a n e x pe d it i o n s o f t he 19 30 s b ega n t o r e t u r n w it h s pe c i
¬

m e n s f o r n a t u r a l his t o ry m u s e u m s . The f ir s t e x p edit io n t o obt a in a

de a d g i a n t pa n da f o r m o u n t i n g w a s l ed b y K e r m i t Ro o s e v e lt , T e ddy
'

s

s o n T he s e c o n d e x pe d it i o n t o k il l pa n da s w a s h e a de d by B r o o k e Do l a n

o f t he P hi la de lph i a A c a de m y o f Na t u r a l S c i e n c e s du r i ng 193 0 - 193 2

(M o r r is , 196 6; Pe r ry , 196 9 ) In t e r e s t i ng ly ,
e a r ly g i a n t p a n da c o l l e c t o r

Ke r m it Ro o s e v e lt
'

s s o n
,
Ke rm i t o r

"

Kim
,

"

w a s l a t e r i n v o lv e d i n Wi ld B i l l

Do n o v a n
'

s Of f i c e o f St r a t e g i c Se r v i c e s (OSS ), a n d t he po s tw a r Ce n t r a l

In t e l l ig e n c e A ge n c y (CIA ) K im Ro o s e v e lt i s c r e d i t ed w it h li v i n g a n

i i l m ^

by Lo r e n Co le m a n

a lm o s t J a m e s B o n d- li ke e x is t e n c e a n d be in g t he o n e m a n r es po n s ible

f o r t he 195 3 CIA c o u p a ga in s t a n d o v e r t h r o w o f Pr e s ide n t M o s s a de gh

a n d hi s Ir a n i a n go v e r n m e n t . In 1942
,
w he n t he Un i t e d St a t e s de c ide d

t he y n e ede d a po s t i n T ibe t t o a s s u r e t he Da l a i La m a o f A m e r i c a n

f r i e n ds h ip,
t hey p i c k e d t h e DSS f o r t he t a s k Cho s e n f o r t h i s s pe c if i c

a s s ign m e n t w e r e t he a ge n t s Li e u t e n a n t Co l o n e l Ili a T o l s t o y (e m igr e

g r a n ds o n o f t he f a m o u s Ru s s i a n n o v e li s t ) a n d , gu e s s w ho - Ca p t a i n

Br o o k e Do la n ,
t he a c c o m pl i s he d a dv e n t u r er

.
Fa r E a s t e r n e x p l o r e r ,

a n d

gia n t pa n da hu n t e r In la t e r y e a r s ,
To ls t o y w o u ld be c o m e a ge n e r a l

m a n a ge r o f Flo r ida
'

s M a r i n el a n d , a m o v i e p r o du c e r , a n d c u l t i v at o r o f

Ba ha m ia n s po n ge be ds (Sm i t h , 1972 )

Wh a t b e tt e r "
p s y w a r

' '
t e c h n i q u e

t h a n t o s e a r c h f o r a n d p r o m o t e a

v a r i e ty of p o s i t i o n s o n s t r a n g e a n d
bi z a r r e s u bj e c t s , b e t h ey y e tt \s , g i a n t
s a l a m a n d e r s , o r l a k e m o n s t e r s ?

Du r in g t he se c r e t m i s s io n , To lst o y a n d Do la n ha d f ir s t f lo w n i n t o

In d i a be f o re t r a v e l i n g th r o u gh Nepa l t o t he Fo rb idde n Ci t y o f Lha s a ,

T ibe t T he r e t he y e x c ha n ge d gif t s w it h t he Da la i La m a , a n d t hu s

c e m e n t e d t he A m e r i c a n i n t e l l ige n c e c o m m u n i ty
'

s t o e ho ld i n t he r e g i o n

Fr o m Lha s a
,
t he i r

"

c a r a v a n s e t o u t a c r o s s u n e x p lo r e d Ea s t e r n T ibe t

t o w a r d Chu n gk i n g , s t u dy i n g t he p o t e n t i a l r o u t e f o r a m i l it a r y r o a d a n d

n o t i n g o n t he i r m a p t he s i t e s o f po s s ib l e a i r f i e lds
"

(Fo r d, 19 70 ). A t
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